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Page 112

"It is impossible to isolate the role
of sexual identity in creating
and sustaining these avant-garde
groups, which were crucial to
the development of modern art.
But that is the point: homosexuality as a form of 
identity was inextricably linked with the
development of avant-garde art
in the twentieth century." (Photos & excerpts from 
Art and Homosexuality: A History of Ideas)
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Cecil Beaton, 1935 and 1936



George Quaintance (c. 1915–57) 

“The world is indeed fortunate for the neo-aestheticism
being introduced into our lives by such great artists as Quaintance,” opined
Physique Pictorial.

J. C. Leyendecker
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American physique magazines were ambitious to claim an international reach. By the last issue of 
1955, Physique Pictorial listed subscription
offices in many European countries, as well as China and Japan. The
existence of an international readership for these magazines is registered
by their most successful illustrator, Touko Laaksonen (1920–91), a Finn,
whose highly finished drawings of American lumberjacks, motorcyclists,
policemen, and cowboys fi rst appeared in Physique Pictorial in 1957. “Tom
of Finland” extrapolated from the costumes and scenarios he saw in physique magazines, 
boosting their erotic charge to surreal levels in his illus
Page from Physique Pictorial (Fall 1956), featuring a drawing of construction workers by Art-Bob 
above an editorial noting that Iron Man Magazine has “sounded the alarm that homosexuals are 
invading the body building field and that ‘this evil must be stamped out.’” The illustrations ( Figure 
5.13). His influence transcended the physique magazines.
By the end of his career, reproductions of his drawings were widely marketed as postcards and 
calendars, while his original drawings were sold in
art galleries. His influence extended to the look of pop-music stars such as Freddie Mercury and the 
Village People.
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